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Summary of Current Status of Areas LICRARY 

North of 60° Assigned to the Minister of the 
Environment ~- Parks Canada Areas of Interest 
Ee anaes AYOAS OF Interest 


National Parks protect natural areas of Canadian 
significance representative of the diversity of Canada's 
landscape for the benefit, education and enjoyment of present 
and future generations. To this end, Parks Canada has 
divided Canada into 39 natural and 9 marine regions. In 
order to complete the National Park system, each of these 
natural regions should be represented in a National Park. 

To achieve this goal, those natural areas are identified 
which include the greatest diversity of natural themes 
representative of the natural region. Potential National 
Parks are selected from among the representative natural 
areas of Canadian significance. New National Parks are 
established after consultation with the provincial or terri- 
torial governments involved and with the interested public. 


Currently, the National Parks System is 403 complete, 
as there are National Parks representing 19 of the 39 natural 
regions. The greatest gap in the system exists in the 
territories where only 20% of the natural regions are repre- 
sented by National Parks and Reserves. Where there are out- 
standing native claims in an area of National Park interest, 
the area may be set aside as a "National Park Reserve" and 
boundaries will not be finally established until after a 
Claims settlement is reached. 


North of 60°, the present park system includes Wood 
Buffalo National Park, and Kluane, Nahanni and Auyuittug 
National Park Reseyves. The ideal National Park Reserve 
system north of 60° would involve establishment of at least 
10 additional park reserves, five with marine components, 
including approximately 5% of the total territorial land mass. 
National Park initiatives in the north have been ranked, with 
Northern Ellesmere Island, Northern Yukon, East Arm of 
Great Slave Lake and Northern Baffin currently rated highest. 
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Zee CUGreme obLatlUcsOol Existing andi Proposed Parks 
Canada Areas North of 60° Within Panel's Area of Interest: 


LOCATION 
Il. National ‘Park Receive ss 


1) Nahanni National Park Reserve 
2) Auyuittuq National Park Reserve 


T12 Ordere nacounc ao 
1) Northern Yukon 


tive Pulse ly anneunced: 


i) oBathurstivinlet 

2) North Banks Island 

3) Wager Bay 

4) North Baffin/Eclipse Sound 


IV; PotentivalsAreas — Not Announced 


1) Caribou Hills/Napoiak Channel 


Territorial Lands Act. 


21,520 


ESTABLISHED 
OR ANNOUNCED 


172 
1972 


J ESTERS 


The National Park Reserves are subject to native land claims. 


These lands have been withdrawn from disposition under the 


The first three of these areas were announced in the program 


"6 North of 60" in 1979. The 4th was announced through DIAND's 


Lancaster Sound regional study. 


NOTE: All areas are in the N.W.T. except the North Slope of the 


Yukon. 
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ae Marine NACS & Preliminary Areas 
NACS Preliminary Areas 


AP Yukon Coastal Area Bathurst Inlet 
Radstock /Maxwell Bay 

Creswell Bay 

- Liverpool Bay Cumberland Sound 

Frobisher Bay Area 

Jones Sound 


2) Tuk Peninsula - 


3 wenrank binOBay. 
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Valeo Proposed Landmark 


1) Pingos of Tuktoyaktuk 


VII. Preliminary NSCS 
1) Nelson Head 


Current Status of Action on National Park Proposa 


ls North of 6 


Northern Yukon 


Following an analysis of potential boundaries and conse~— 
quences of possible mineral developments, Parks Canada wil} 
put forward its boundary proposal and rationale for a 
national. park in northern Yukon. WShortly after ve eae 
of the Parks Canada boundary proposal, discussions on it } 
will take place with ‘DIAND, YTG, COPE, CYI and conserva—@™ 
£10n) Organizations. in the meantime, Mr. Munro has stated 
that he intends to reach a concensus on boundaries of the] 
natronalipark bY guate baie 


The submission on the northern Yukon proposed national pay 
for the Panel hearings will present the boundary proposal | 
and will provide the public with updated information on | 
the park area. It will include discussion of management 
requirements, implications of proposed developments, and 
status of native claims agreements. 


An Agreement-in-Principle between CYI and the Federal 
Government is likely to be signed in the near future, incl 
ing agreement to establish a national park in the northern 
portion of the Old Crow Flats. | 


Before a national park is established in the northern 


Yukon, Parks Canada will also reach an agreement with both 
CYI and COPE on participation of native people in manageme 
of wildlife resources within the national park. 


Parks Canada is discussing with CYI and COPE, mechanisms 
for involvement of native people in employment and economi 
opportunities arising from a national park. 


Conservation groups continue to play a pivotal role in 
advancing public awareness of the need for protection of 
the outstanding resources of the northern Yukon. Parks 
Canada will continue to encourage their involvement and 
assistance in creation of a national park. 


North Baffin 


The Council of Pond Inlet has requested a two-year study 
on the North Baffin (Bylot Island/Eclipse Sound) national 
park proposal so that their native claim can be settled 
first. They desire continued communication with Parks 
Canada on the proposed park, however. In the meantime, 
the non-renewable resource assessment is being completed 


and boundary options prepared in anticipation of further 
discussions. 


Se Banks Island 


It is expected that the local people from the Sachs 
Harbour area will be interested in seriously considering 
the national park proposal now that they have reviewed 
Ene condi tionseathatshavesbeen set out. for a park on 
Piteome cel sloaroeem@it Isehoped that discussions will be 
initiated in the next year. In the meantime, a non- 
renewable resource assessment will be undertaken to pro- 
vide one basis for the discussions. 


x e 


A® East Arm of Great Sate Lake 


Parks Canada and the Government of Northwest Territories 
are working toward a joint public consultation program 
aimed at resolving the concerns of local people. A non- 
renewable resource assessment is being completed and 
boundary options are being prepared for public review. 
The future of the Reserve will have to be determined 
without undue delay since its present status cannot be 
maintained much longer. 


SF Bathurst Inlet 


The non-renewable resource inventory on Bathurst Inlet 
indicated some areas of high mineral potential. Parks 
Canada is re-examining the natural region to determine 
-if there are any other suitable representative areas. 
Preliminary indications are that there may not be, and in 
that event, a boundary study of the Bathurst Inlet study 
area will be carried out. The study would look at ways 
of trying to reconcile Parks Canada's needs with those 
of the mineral industry and the local residents. 


6. Wager Bay 


Parks Canada is pursuing this proposed park area within 
the framework of the Tungavik Federation of Nunavut (TFN) 
native claims negotiations. Some interest has been 
expressed. The land Claims discussions are now moving 
forward and an assessment of the feasibility of the pro- 
posal may be made within the next 18 months. To aid in 
this assessment, preparations are being made to prepare 
natural resource and non-renewable resource surveys. 


fh Northern Ellesmere 


Lands were withdrawn in April, 1982 for establishment 

of a national park reserve on northern Ellesmere Island. 
During the 2-year period until April, 1984, terms and 
conditions of a Memorandum of Understanding signed with 
GNWT are undergoing review by both governments and through 
public consultation. Once a final agreement is reached, 
the park reserve will be proclaimed under the National 
Parks Act. Public consultation will take place in the 
falleore LIgse 
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Proposed Outline for Submission on the Northern Yukon 
to the Beaufort Sea Environmental Assessment Panel 


SUMMARY 


1.0 Introduction 


1.1 Background)- Request (from Panelatorsjupaate 
= -~ Brief description of past proposals & ev 
_ DOE Position on Northern Yukon 


rs 


1.2 Native Claims 
1.3 Alaskan Protected Areas - International requirements 
1.4 Recent development proposals - Beaufort Sea oil & gas 


- Shorebases 
- Mineral exploitation 


2.0 Northern Yokon Nationa lyPark Proposas, 
2.1 National Parks System Planning Framework 


- Natural Region 9 

- Identification of NACS 

- Statement on National Significance 

- Statement on International Significance 
- Boundary proposal 


2.2 Environmental Setting of Proposed Park Area 


~- Geology 4 
- Physiography 

- Landforms 

- Climate 

- Vegetation 

- Wildlife and Fish Resources 


2.3) Description of “ecoregions 
- Northern Coastal Plain and Shorezone 
~ Northern Mountains 
- Old Crow Basin 


2.4 Cultural Resources 


- Archaeology and Palaeontology 
- Historical Resources 


2.5 Outstanding Features and Values 
- Physical Features 
- Biological Features 


~ Prehistorical Significance 
- Historical Significance 


opedtie 


—eoOctor-CUuUltixval Significance 
- Educational and Research Values 
- Wilderness Values 


2.6 Park Management Considerations 


IjmeCOUuinGesmwiltlGerness national park 
PEeQcoccmiptCionsof Zones 1] & 2 


z= 2). Native Participation and Use 


Smnaciave rights 

- native claims agreements 

- advisory board for management 
of wildlife resources 

- employment and training 

-—feconomic opportunities 


3) Management Planning 


3-UmPLOpOSalmmOr Conservation of the Eastern Portiom of 


Northern Yukon 


4.0 COneiderations for Integrated gobo eink: of the 
Porcupine Caribou Herd 


5.0 Conclusions 


Frances Rennie 

Senior Planner 

Northern Park Proposals 
National Parks System Division 


Roy Murray | 
Senior Claims Specialist 
Canadian Wildlife Service 


August 25, 1983 
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